VAZENI CTENARI CASOPISU TUNEL,

¢islo, které se vam dostava do rukou, je vénovano
firmam Metrostav a.s. a Subterra a.s. a zaroven jiZ
15. ro¢niku konference Podzemni stavby Praha. Kon-
ference, ktera si v pribéhu Casu ziskala obrovské re-
nomé nejen u Ceské, ale i svétové odborné vetejnosti
a jeji konani je vzdy svatkem pro odborniky z oboru
podzemniho stavitelstvi.

Je také okamzikem, ktery svym zpisobem vybi-
zi k ohlédnuti se a k bilancovani Ctyf let, ktera od
minulé konference uplynula. Bylo to obdobi, ve kterém si
soucasny globalizovany svét prosel do té doby nepoznanymi
vyzvami. Ochromila jej virova pandemie, kterd spustila feté-
zec udalosti vedouci k omezeni dodavek materiald, vyrobki,
ale i pracovnich sil. Globalni ekonomické trhy pfirozené re-
agovaly rdstem cenovych hladin. V poc¢itku minulého roku
zacala védlka na Ukrajiné a inflacni spirdla nabrala na jesté
vysS§ich obratkach. To, co jsme diive povazovali za samoziej-
mé, dlouhodobé neménné a jisté, stava se nejistym, proménli-
vym aZz pomijivym. Jsou to kuptikladu zdroje surovin, energii
a vody.

S nelehkou situaci se pochopitelné musela vyporadat i spo-
le¢nost Metrostav a.s. a mé té$i moznost konstatovat, Ze si
diky svym zaméstnancim, schopnym na okolni podminky
pruzné reagovat, s touto situaci poradila. Stavby v tuzemsku
i v zahrani¢i byly realizovany ke spokojenosti investori jen
s minimalnimi omezenimi. Z vyznamnych podzemnich staveb
jmenujme dokonceni slovenskych tunelt Zilina a PreSov, nor-
skych Slgrdal, Mjgnes a kabelovod v Bergenu, islandsky tunel
na Zapadnich fjordech — Arnafjordur, Dyrafjordur, razby metra
ve Stockholmu a dokonceni geologického prizkumu Metra D
v Praze.

Spole¢nost Metrostav a.s. prosla rovnéZ restrukturalizaci
s cilem pfizpdsobit se novym trendim a soucasnym poZadav-
ktm stavebniho trhu. V rdmci skupiny byly zaloZeny kupfikla-
du nové dceriné spole¢nosti Metrostav Norge AS ¢i Metrostav
TBR a.s., které jsou zaméfeny vyhradné na dopravni stavitel-
stvi a vice regionalné, tak dokazi efektivné rozvijet svou speci-
alizaci a budovat unikatni kapacity v daném oboru.

V zavéru bych se rad jesté vratil ke konferenci Podzem-
ni stavby Praha 2023 s podékovanim, pfivitinim a popfanim.
Podékovat se slusi ¢lentim piipravného vyboru konference za
jejich nékolikaleté dsili a obétavost, s jakou k pfipravam pii-
stupuji. Bez téchto lidi by nebylo mozné takto vyznamnou
konferenci zorganizovat. Rad bych privital vSechny tcastniky,
zvlast€ zahrani¢ni. VSem bych pak rad popril, at se konferen-
ce vydari, poslouzi k obohaceni o nové teoretické poznatky,
k rozsifeni okruhu znamych a pratel. A at si vSichni dcastnici
z Prahy odvezou jen pozitivni vzpominky.
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DEAR READERS OF TUNEL JOURNAL,

the issue you are receiving is dedicated to the
companies of Metrostav a.s. and Subterra a.s. and, at
the same time, to the 15" international conference
Underground Construction Prague. The conference
has gained a huge reputation over time not only
among the Czech, but also the world‘s professional
public. The conference days are always a holiday for
experts in the field of underground construction.

They are also a moment that, in a way, encourages
us to look back and take stock of the four years that have passed
since the last conference. It was a period in which the current
globalised world went through unprecedented challenges
unknown until then. It was paralysed by a viral pandemic,
which triggered a chain of events leading to a reduction in the
supply of materials, products, and labour. Global economic
markets naturally responded by increasing price levels. At
the beginning of last year, the war in Ukraine started and the
inflationary spiral gained even higher momentum. What we
previously considered self-evident, long-term unchanging and
certain, becomes uncertain, changeable and even ephemeral, for
example, sources of raw materials, energy and water.

Of course, Metrostav a.s. also had to deal with a difficult
situation, and I am pleased to say that thanks to its employees,
who are able to react flexibly to the surrounding conditions, it
coped with this situation. Construction projects domestic and
abroad were carried out to the satisfaction of clients with only
minimum restrictions. Important underground construction
projects include the completion of the Zilina and Pre$ov tunnels
in Slovakia, the Norwegian tunnels Slgrdal, Mjgnes and the
cable duct in Bergen, the Icelandic tunnel in the Western Fjords
— Arnafjordur, Dyrafjordur, the driving of subway tunnels in
Stockholm and the completion of the geological survey for
Metro D line in Prague.

The company Metrostav a.s. also underwent restructuring in
order to adapt to new trends and current requirements of the
construction market. For example, new subsidiaries Metrostav
Norge AS or Metrostav TBR a.s. were founded within the
group. They are focused exclusively on transport construction
and more regionally, and are thus able to more effectively
develop their specialisation and build unique capacities in the
given field.

Finally, I would like to return to the Prague 2023 Underground
Construction Conference with thanks, giving a welcome and
best wishes. It is appropriate to thank the preparatory committee
of the conference for several years of their effort and the
dedication with which they have approached the preparations.
Without these people, it would not be possible to organise such
an important conference. I would like to greet all participants,
especially foreign ones. I would like to wish everyone that the
conference is a success and that it will serve to enrich us with
new theoretical knowledge and to expand the
circle of acquaintances and friends. Let all the
participants bring home only positive memories
from Prague.
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